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HERSETH            STATEMENT ON ZARQAWI

June            8, 2006, Washington, D.C. - U.S. Rep.            Stephanie Herseth commented today on the news that Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,            a key leader of the insurgency in Iraq, had been killed.

"As you know,            this morning we have good news from Iraq. The United States military            announced the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a brutal terrorist and            murderer who has been the central leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq. Zarqawi            was responsible for numerous suicide bombings, kidnappings and beheadings,            and this is an important development for Iraq and its new government            in battling the insurgency. 

"Our military            forces, as usual, performed superbly and I join with all Americans in            expressing my pride and gratitude for their work. But this is a victory            not just for our military and the coalition forces, but most of all            for the Iraqi security forces, for Iraqi leaders and the people of Iraq.

"As you know,            I've traveled to the region and to Iraq twice, and I've received briefings            from a number of generals as well as U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay            Khalilzad. Ambassador Khalilzad this morning called Zarqawi the 'godfather            of sectarian killing in Iraq,' but he also cautioned that while this            marks a significant success in our efforts, it's not the end of the            insurgency. And I agree - we still have work to do. But our focus should            remain on training Iraqi security forces and police as well as supporting            the new government's ministries in our non-military capacity so that            we can speed a transition of troops on the ground, and get our men and            women home safely." 
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